
Total Estimated Cost Savings
Cat 336 FL, 5 year ownership

50%
idle time
AVERAGE

33%
idle time
GOOD

$92,608
total savings

$146,135
total savings

20%
idle time
IDEAL

WHAT’S THE REAL COST OF IDLE TIME?

IDLE TIME IS MONEY.
Machine idle time has a bigger impact on 
your bottom line than you may think. 
Excess idling contributes to increased fuel 
costs, additional maintenance 
requirements, equipment depreciation…  
as well as environmental concerns. 

HOW MUCH IS TOO MUCH?
While the industry average for idle time is 
between 40–50%, it’s not difficult to 
bring that number as low as 10–20% with 
the right tools and the right habits. 

ZEROING IN ON THE SOLUTION
Toromont Cat can help you connect your 
equipment to monitor your machine data, 
allowing you to measure your desired 
idling targets and incentivise your teams 
to meet them.

Example shows a standard 5-year ownership plan for a 336 FL excavator. Assuming an annual utilization rate of 2,000 hours per year with 
50% idle time as the baseline, we can project the potential cost savings at 33% and 20% idle time. *Warranty assumes Cat Premier Warranty, 
which includes a variety of unplanned repairs. Maintenance costs are based on our actual Do-It-For-Me Preventive Maintenance rates.

EXAMPLE:

Cat® 336 FL
5-year ownership costs

IDLE TIME: 50% 33% 20%

ANNUAL   

  Working hours 1,000  h 1,000 h 1,000 h

  Idle hours 1,000 h 500 h 250 h

  Run time 2,000 h 1,500 h 1,250 h

AFTER 5 YEARS   

  Total idle hours 5,000 h 2,500 h 1,250 h

  Total idle fuel burn 27,450 L 13,725 L 6,863 L

  Fuel savings (1.18 $/ L) - $16,196  $24,293

  Emissions reduction (CO2) - 37.1 t 55.6 t

  500-h maintenance events - -5 -8

  Maintenance savings - $9,632  $15,532

  Warranty savings* - $21,780  $26,310

  Depreciation savings  $45,000  $80,000

TOTAL SAVINGS  $92,608  $146,135 

IN THE ESTIMATE ABOVE, REDUCING IDLE TIME FROM 50% TO 20% FOR 5 YEARS RESULTS IN:

20,588 L
OF FUEL SAVED

8 FEWER MAINTENANCES
REQUIRED

55.6 T
OF CO2 EMISSIONS REDUCED



Do the same amount of work, 
but put less hours on your machine.
Maintaining low idle time saves money while you work, increases 
return at end of ownership, and reduces your environmental impact. 
Essentially, a machine with less idle time over its lifespan will have 
performed the same amount of work but with less hours on it.

EASY WAYS
TO REDUCE YOUR
IDLE TIME5

Turn off trucks that are waiting more than 
5 minutes to load or unload.

Restrict morning warm-ups to 3–5 minutes.

Turn off equipment during lunch time, breaks and 
other periods when not in use.

Anticipate the mobile requirements of other equipment. 
Position inactive machines where it won’t impede the movement of other units.

GET CONNECTED!
Contact your local Toromont Cat branch today to learn more about 
connecting your equipment and reducing your operating costs.

Use the automatic shutdown feature when available.


